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Most conspicuous of the sexual morbidity from a penurious environment is the dreadful toll of venereal diseases, to which, besides their immediate evil consequences, must be added the inevitable succession of secondary physical and mental afflictions. The score is all too often not settled when the doctor collects his last fee for treatment, whether a cure has been pronounced or not. There are the lingering germs which may remain latent for an indefinite period, to later infect an innocent wife, maybe bringing upon her the physical agony and mental anguish of an unsexing operation; or, perhaps, passing on a poisonous inheritance to ill-fated children. And in the event of careless or inadequate treatment there are always the more or less remote possibilities of diseases of the heart, kidneys, or other parts of the organism, not to speak of deterioration of the brain or nerve structure, resulting in insanity, paresis, locomotor ataxia, etc.
The wide prevalence of syphilis and gonorrhea in industrial centres and particularly in the congested working class sections is in itself a scathing indictment of the social and economic